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the first Zurich disputation, 1523; the Zurich marriage ordinance, 
1525 ; the refutation of the tricks of the catabaptists, 1527. — Richelieu 
and the Growth of French Power. By James Breck Perkins. (New 
York: Putnam, 1900; pp. xiii + 359; $1.50.) This is another vol- 
ume in the series, "The Heroes of the Nations." It has the same 
general characteristics, such as maps and illustrations, and is, we think, 
worthy to rank with the work of Mr. Davis. The author, it will be 
remembered, had already written a History of France under Mazarin, 
and in this work had necessarily reviewed the administration of Riche- 
lieu. Thus out of abundant knowledge, gained from long familiarity 
with the best sources of information, Perkins has contributed an 
important chapter to European history. — Papsttum und Kaisertum. 
Universalhistorische Skizzen. Von Richard Schwemer. (Stuttgart: 
Cotta, 1899; pp. 158; M. 2.50.) In this brochure we have a very 
clear and succinct statement of the relations of the papacy and the 
empire in the Middle Ages, and an outlook as to future possible 
relations. The author shows these two central powers in their united 
growth, and in their separate developments before and after the Refor- 
mation. He shows, too, their differences in nature and purpose, and 
the fixed determination of the papacy once more to subordinate the 
empire. He says we may smile at the thought, as we confidently rest 
on the conviction that the empire is to endure forever ; but that the 
curia, which reckons not by years, but by centuries, sees in all inde- 
pendent states only phases which pass by. A real peace between the 
modern state and the papacy is not possible, because they are radically 
opposed ; and the papacy has no thought of going to the wall. Dr. 
Schwemer's thoughtful study deserves a careful reading. — J. W. Mon- 
crief. 

A Treatise on the History of Confession Until it Developed into 
Auricular Confession, A. D. 1215. By C. M. Roberts. (London : 
Clay; New York: Macmillan; pp. viii -(- 124; $1, net.) After the 
splendid treatise on Auricular Confession and Indulgences, by H. C. 
Lea, this work hardly seems necessary, and we think that a compen- 
dium of Lea's book would have better answered the purpose, for this 
little volume contains nothing very new or original. It confines 
itself entirely to a history of the customs and powers of the church as 
to confession, and does not enter at all upon a discussion of its ethical 
value. Written by a Protestant, the " animus " of the book is clearly 
against sacramental confession. It is frankly allowed that some sort 
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of confession must exist in any religious organization. While it is 
true that the Scriptures declare that only to God confession be made, 
it is also true that there is a longing in the human heart to pour out 
its burden to a fellow-heart, and to hear and be assured that, if peni- 
tent, pardon has been granted. When a believer is a member of a 
communion which teaches, as the vast Roman, Anglican, and Greek 
communions plainly teach, that God has given power and command- 
ment to his ministers to " declare and pronounce to his people, being 
penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins," it is of course to 
one of those ministers confession will be made, and from him the 
assurance of pardon will be sought and will have weight. It is a 
foolish and unwarranted idea, although held by the great majority of 
Protestants, that any priest can, of himself, and without any reference 
to confession to God, pardon sins. He is bound to teach that, unless 
a sincere confession has been made to God, his words are of no 
effect. The author, we think, clearly establishes the point that it was 
not until the eleventh century that it became the absolute rule that 
confessions must be made to a priest as necessary to a reception of 
holy communion. — Clinton Locke. 

La Riforme en Bourgogne. Notice sur les eglises r6formees de la 
Bourgogne avant la revocation de l'6dit de Nantes. Par F. Naef. 
Edit6e et augmented d'une preface, de notes, de deux appendices, 
d'une carte et de photographies, par R. Claparede. (Paris : Fisch- 
bacher, 1901; pp. 257; fr. 3.50.) This posthumous publication has little 
interest, but much value. It owes its latter quality entirely to its 
editor, who has so wrought upon the MS. of his departed friend that 
it presents the most recent information as to the different churches 
mentioned in the appended notes. M. Naef used perfectly accessible 
material, but M. Claparede has had to search for his. The book con- 
sists of a biographical preface upon M. Naef, then Naef's introduction, 
and his historical notes upon the French Protestant churches of Old 
Burgundy, except, unfortunately, those of the conference of Gex and 
the churches of the city of Lyons. These he excepts for reasons 
stated in the introduction. The appendix by Claparede gives a list of 
the refugees from Burgundy admitted to Geneva from 1539 to 1792, 
and a chronological table of the principal events relative to the estab- 
lishment of the Reformed church in Old Burgundy. There are pho- 
tographic illustrations and an index. M. Naef's notes are divided into 
three parts: (1) general remarks upon the origin of the church under 



